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Contents: 
A letter written by Mahlon Taylor to his uncle, Samuel Clarke, dated at 
Marcellus [New York], July 26, 1813.  Mahlon Taylor writes that he believes 
the mail he has sent out is not making it past Princeton, as he has not had a 
reply to any of his sent correspondence.  He also writes that he has heard there 
are 3500 men at Fort George, 1000 are unfit for duty, and that there is 
skirmishing daily.  He comments that the general opinion is that the troops 
will withdraw from Canada entirely.  The letter is signed Mahlon C Taylor 
and is addressed to Mr. Samuel Clarke, no. 227 South Front Street, 
Philadelphia. 
Physical 
Description / 
Condition: 
1 sheet, folded.  Folded dimensions are 33 x 20 cm. 
Other Notes: Fort George, situated on the west side of the Niagara River in Niagara-on-the-
Lake, served as the headquarters for the Centre Division of the British Army 
during the War of 1812.  On May 25, 1813, the Americans launched an 
artillery attack on the Fort, destroying most of the buildings.  Two days later, 
the Americans invaded the Town of Niagara and occupied Fort George.  They 
remained in the Fort for almost seven months, but suffered defeats at the 
Battle of Stoney Creek and Beaver Dams.  Only a small number of militia 
remained stationed at the Fort.  Fearing an attack by the British, the 
Americans retreated back across the Niagara River in December, 1813.  The 
Fort remained in British possession for the rest of the War. 
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